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Wealth 2050 – part two 
Doughnut Economics 
 
In the second of our Wealth 2050 series looking at how we can grow our economy 
sustainably, we consider Doughnut Economics. 
We explore how a global move to Doughnut Economics by 2050  
 
might restore balance to the world, keep up with changing economic paradigms and 
impact wealth transition.  
 
Doughnut Economics offers a vision for humanity to thrive in the 21st century.  
 
The notion was developed by Kate Raworth in 2012  
 
and quickly gained significant traction. 
 
Some people think of it as a compass for human prosperity 
 
With the aim of meeting the needs of all people within the means of the living planet.  
 
The Doughnut consists of two concentric rings:  
 
A social foundation, to ensure that no one is left short when it comes to life’s essentials  
 
and an ecological ceiling to ensure that humanity does not collectively overshoot the 
planetary boundaries that protect Earth's life-supporting systems.  
 
A space in which humanity can prosper.  
 
Between these two sets of boundaries lies a doughnut-shaped space that is both 
ecologically safe, sustainable, and socially just:  
 
In April 2020, during the first wave of Covid-19 
 
Amsterdam announced it would recover from the crisis, and avoid future ones, by 
embracing the theory. 
 
It was the first time a major city embraced such a model  
 
But it wasn’t the last. 
 
Copenhagen followed suit in July 



 

 
As did the Brussels region, the small city of Dunedin (NZ), and Nanaimo (BC).  
 
In the US, Portland is preparing to roll out its own version 
 
And Austin might not be far behind. 
 
At the heart of the model are five key traits that businesses must employ. These are:  
 
Purpose 
 
Networks 
 
Governance 
 
Ownership 
 
Finance 
 
Fundamentally, Raworth, and her corporate analyst Marjorie Kelly  
 
believe that being a socially responsible business has to run through the DNA of an 
organisation  
 
Otherwise, it’s still stuck in the “extractive economy”  
 
as opposed to a regenerative one.  
 
Wider adoption of Doughnut Economics could lead to a more socially and ecologically 
balanced and sustainable world. 
 
Understanding its impact on wealth distribution and transition will be essential for 
businesses and individuals to unlock opportunity. 


